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Academic employment

2016-    : Professor of History, The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

2002-06: Director, Program in South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

1996-2016: Associate Professor of History, The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

1990-96: Assistant Professor of History, The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

1985-90: Visiting Assistant Professor of History, The American University in Cairo, Egypt.

1985: Visiting Lecturer, The University of California, Santa Barbara.

1982-84: Teaching Assistant, The University of California, Los Angeles.

Education

1977-85: University of California, Los Angeles.  Ph. D in history.

1975-77: University of California, Los Angeles.  M.A. in history.

1968-72: Lewis and Clark College, Portland, Ore.  B.A. in history.

Research and teaching interests
Social and economic history of the Middle East since 1500; the family in history; modern Egypt; modern Palestinian history; Islamic law and legal institutions; rural/agrarian/peasant history; nationalism and Islamic movements; the “woman question” in Middle East history; US policy in the Middle East; the Arab-Zionist/Israeli conflict.

Current projects

1. Egypt: A Short History from Antiquity to the Arab Spring and its Aftermath. Revision and updating of a college-level text by James Jankowski (1st ed., 2000).

2. Politics of Family in Modern Egypt. A study of key controversies that shaped family ideology and law in the twentieth century. 
Fellowships and grants
1998, 2000, 2002, 2010: UIUC Research Board Grants (Syria, Egypt)

1993, 2002, 2011:  Humanities Released Time awards, UIUC.

2006-10: Department of Education. Title VI grants for a National Resource Center for Middle Eastern Studies and Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) fellowships, for the Program in (now Center for) South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies. $1.4 million/4 yrs.

2005: Institute of Turkish Studies, Washington, D.C. Matching Seed Grant for an instructor in Turkish language. $20,000. For the Program in South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies.

2004 & 2005: Institute of Turkish Studies, Washington, D.C. Matching Grant for Conferences, Lecture Series and Workshops. $2,000/yr. For the Program in South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies.

2003: Department of Education, Title VIa, Undergraduate International Studies and Foreign Language Program grant, “Strengthening Undergraduate Education in the Study of the Islamic World at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.” $141,000/2 yrs. For the Program in South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies.

2003: Office of the Chancellor, Humanities in a Globalizing World initiative ($8,000), and College of Liberal Arts and Sciences State of the Art Conference Grant ($5000), for an international symposium on “Family, Gender and Law in South Asia and the Middle East.” For the Program in South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies.

2000: LAS Travel Fund Grant (Egypt)

1998-99:  Fulbright Research Fellowship (Egypt, 9 mos.).

1998-99:  SSRC Advanced Research Fellowship in the Social Sciences and Humanities (declined).

1994, 1996, 1998-99:  Visiting Research Scholar, The American University in Cairo.

1998:  United States Information Agency U.S. Speaker and Specialist Grant (Syria).

1994:  Fellow, Center for Advanced Study, UIUC.

1994:  International Research Support Grant in the Humanities and Arts, International Programs and Studies, UIUC

1994:  American Research Center in Egypt Fellowship (Egypt)

1992:  Undergraduate Instructional Award, UIUC.

1988:  University travel and research grant, AUC (Britain).

1984-85:  Harry B. and Bertha A. Sklar Fellowship, UCLA.

1981-82:  Social Science Research Council International Doctoral Research Fellowship (Egypt).

1980-81:  Fulbright-Hays Dissertation Research Abroad Fellowship (Egypt, France and Britain).

1979-80:  Center for Arabic Studies Abroad Fellowship.

1979-80:  American Research Center in Egypt Fellowship (declined).

1977-79 and 1984-85:  three NDEA Title VI "FLAS" Fellowships, UCLA.

Honors and prizes

Albert Hourani Book Prize awarded by the Middle East Studies Association, for Modernizing Marriage, 2015.
Honorable Mention, Albert Hourani Book Prize, awarded by the Middle East Studies Association, for The Pasha's Peasants, 1993.
Illinois Student Government Teaching Excellence Award, 2020.
List of teachers ranked as excellent by their students, U of I: FA 2017, FA 2016, FA 2015 (2 courses), FA 2013 (2 courses), FA 1994, FA 1990.

Honored for outstanding teaching by the AUC Student Union, 1989, 1987. 

Publications

Books
Modernizing Marriage: Family, Ideology, and Law in Nineteenth- and Early Twentieth-Century Egypt. Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 2015. Winner of the 2015 Albert Hourani Book Prize awarded by the Middle East Studies Association. Reprinted by the American University in Cairo Press, 2015. Arabic translation, Cairo: National Center for Translation, under contract.
Race and Slavery in the Middle East: Histories of Trans-Saharan Africans in 19th-Century Egypt, Sudan, and the Ottoman Mediterranean. Co-edited with Terence Walz. Cairo and New York: The American University in Cairo Press, 2010. Arabic translation, Cairo: National Center for Translation, under contract.
Family, Gender and Law in a Globalizing Middle East and South Asia. Co-edited with Manisha Desai. Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 2009.

The Pasha's Peasants:  Land, Society, and Economy in Lower Egypt 1740-1858. Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 1992. Honorable Mention in the 1993 Albert Hourani Book Prize competition of the Middle East Studies Association. Reprinted in Egypt by the American University in Cairo Press, 1994. An ACLS Humanities E-Book since 2012. Published in Arabic as Fallahu al-basha: al-ard wa al-mujtam‘ wa al-iqtisad fi al-wajh al-bahri 1740-1858. Cairo: Supreme Council for Culture, 2000. Second, revised edition, Cairo: National Center for Translation, in preparation. 
Articles and Book Chapters

“Ismail Pasha,” in The Encyclopaedia of Islam Three (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2019), 6:63-66.

“Modernizing Marriage in Egypt,” in Marriage, Law and Modernity, ed. Julia Moses (London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2018), 129-148. 

“Marriage Practices: Egypt: Nineteenth to early Twentieth Century,” in Encyclopedia of Women in Islamic Cultures, gen. ed. Suad Joseph (Leiden: Brill, 2017). On line publication, 8,250 words. http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/1872-5309_ewic_COM_002124 
“Contextualizing Muhammad Abduh’s Views on the Family, Marriage, and Divorce,” in Arabic Humanities, Islamic Thought: Essays in Honor of Everett K. Rowson, ed. Joseph E. Lowry and Shawkat M. Toorawa (Leiden: Brill, 2017), 375-92. 

“Claiming Heirship: a Litigant Strategy in the Sharia Courts of Nineteenth-Century Egypt,” Annals of Japan Association for Middle East Studies, 32, 2 (Jan. 2017), 5-20.
“Reorganization of the Sharia Courts of Egypt: How Legal Modernization Set Back Women’s Rights in the Nineteenth Century,” Journal of the Ottoman and Turkish Studies Association, 2, 1 (2015), 85-99. Reprinted in Law and Legality in the Ottoman Empire and Republic of Turkey, ed. Kent Schull, M. Safa Saraçoğlu, and Robert Zens (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2016), 92-107.
“Abbas Hilmi I,” in The Encyclopaedia of Islam Three (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2014), 2:2-3. 

“Marriage: Historical Practice,” in the Oxford Encyclopedia of Islam and Women, ed. Asma Afsaruddin, Hibba Abugideiri, Heba Ezzat and Natana J. DeLong-Bas (2013) , 1:610-17. 

“Women with Missing Husbands: Marriage in Nineteenth Century Egypt,” in Objectivity and Subjectivity in the Historiography of Egypt: In Honour of Nelly Hanna, ed. Nasser Ahmed Ibrahim (Cairo: General Egyptian Book Organization, 2012), 156-70.

“Middle East.” World Book Encyclopedia (22 vols.; Chicago: World Book, 2012), 13:530-35. 

“Introduction: The Study of Slavery in Nineteenth-Century Egypt, Sudan and the Ottoman Mediterranean,” co-authored with Terence Walz, in Race and Slavery in the Middle East: Histories of Trans-Saharan Africans in Nineteenth-Century Egypt, Sudan, and the Ottoman Mediterranean, ed. Terence Walz and Kenneth M. Cuno (Cairo and New York: The American University in Cairo Press, 2010), 1-15.

“African Slaves in Nineteenth-Century Rural Egypt: A Preliminary Assessment,” in Race and Slavery in the Middle East: Histories of Trans-Saharan Africans in Nineteenth-Century Egypt, Sudan, and the Ottoman Mediterranean, ed. Terence Walz and Kenneth M. Cuno (Cairo and New York: The American University in Cairo Press, 2010), 77-98. 

“Family Ideals, Colonialism and Law.” Review essay in Journal of Women’s History, 22, 4 (Winter 2010), 282-92.

“Egypt to c. 1919,” in The New Cambridge History of Islam, vol. 5, The Islamic World in the Age of Western Dominance, ed. Francis Robinson (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010), 79-106.

“Disobedient Wives and Neglectful Husbands: Marital Relations and the First Phase of Reform of Family Law in Egypt.” In Family, Gender and Law in a Globalizing Middle East and South Asia, ed. Kenneth M. Cuno and Manisha Desai (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 2009), 3-18. 

“Al-Bajuri, Ibrahim b. Muhammad.” The Encyclopaedia of Islam Three (Leiden: Brill, 2009), 2:130-32. Co-authored with Aaron Spevack. 

“African Slaves in Nineteenth Century Rural Egypt,” International Journal of Middle East Studies, 41, 2 (2009), 186-88. 

“Divorce and the Fate of the Family in Modern Egypt,” in Family in the Middle East: Ideational Change in Egypt, Iran, and Tunisia, ed. Kathryn Yount and Hoda Rashad (New York: Routledge, 2008), 196-216. 

“Household: Comparative Practices,” in Encyclopedia of Women in World History, ed. Bonnie G. Smith (4 vols.; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007), 2:486-91. 

“United States Policy towards the Middle East.” Encyclopedia of Western Colonialism since 1450, ed. Thomas Benjamin (3 vols.; Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA, 2007), 3:1101-08. 

“Contrat salam et transformations agricoles en basse Égypte à l’époque ottomane,” Annales, Histoire, Sciences Socials, 61, 4 (July-Aug. 2006), 925-40.

“Demography, Household Formation, and Marriage in Three Egyptian Villages during the Mid-Nineteenth Century,” in Sociétés rurales ottomanes / Ottoman Rural Societies, ed. Mohammad Afifi, Rachida Chih, Brigitte Marino, Nicolas Michel et Isik Tamdogan (Cairo: IFAO, 2005), 105-17.

“The U.S. in the Middle East: Oil as a Factor,” Bridges: an Interdisciplinary Journal of Theology, Philosophy, History and Science, 11, 1/2 (Spring/Summer 2004), 69-86.

“Ambiguous Modernization: The Transition to Monogamy in the Khedival House of Egypt,” in Beshara Doumani, ed., Family History in the Middle East: Household, Property, and Gender (Albany: State University of New York Press, 2003), 247-70. 

“The Reproduction of Elite Households in Eighteenth Century Egypt: Two Examples from al-Mansura,” in Brigitte Marino, ed., Etudes Sur les Villes du Proche Orient,
XVI-XIX Siecle. Hommage a Andre Raymond (Damascus: Institut Français des Études Arabes de Damas, 2001), 237-61.

“Muhammad Ali and the Decline and Revival Thesis in Modern Egyptian History,” in Reform or Modernization? Egypt under Muhammad Ali (Islah am tahdith? Misr fi `asr muhammad `ali), ed. Rauf Abbas (Cairo: Supreme Council for Culture, 2000), 93-119. 

“Ideology and Juridical Discourse in Ottoman Egypt: the Uses of the Concept of Irsad,” Islamic Law and Society, 6, 2 (May, 1999), 136-63.

“A Tale of Two Villages:  Family, Property, and Economic Activity in Rural Egypt in the 1840s,” in Agriculture in Egypt from Pharaonic to Modern Times, ed. Alan K. Bowman and Eugene Rogan.  Proceedings of the British Academy 96. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999), 301-29.

“The Census Registers of Nineteenth-Century Egypt: A New Source for Social Historians,” co-authored with Michael J. Reimer, British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, 24, 2 (1997), 193-216.

“Joint Family Households and Rural Notables in Nineteenth-Century Egypt,” International Journal of Middle East Studies, 27, 4 (Nov.1995), 485-502.

“Was the Land of Ottoman Syria Miri or Milk?  An Examination of Juridical Differences within the Hanafi School.” Studia Islamica, 81 (June 1995), 121-52.

“Commercial Relations between Town and Village in Eighteenth- and Early Nineteenth-Century Egypt,” Annales Islamologiques, 24 (1988), 111-35 (appeared in 1989).

“Legal Sources for the History of Egyptian Women before the Twentieth Century," Islamic and Mediterranean Women's History Network Newsletter,” 1, 2-3 (1988), 6-10.

“Egypt's Wealthy Peasantry, 1740-1820.  A Study of the Region of al-Mansura,” Land Tenure and Social Transformation in the Near East, ed. Tarif Khalidi (Beirut: The American University of Beirut, 1984), 303-32.

“The Origins of Private Ownership of Land in Egypt:  a Reappraisal,” International Journal of Middle East Studies, 12 (1980), 245-275. Reprinted in Albert Hourani, Philip Khoury, and Mary Wilson, eds., The Modern Middle East:  a Reader (Berkeley and Los Angeles, University of California Press, 1994), 195-228; and in the second edition (London and New York, I.B. Tauris, 2004), 195-228.

Short essays and journalism.

“Professor Ken Cuno discusses the recent protests and referendum vote in Egypt.” Illinois International Global Viewpoint, Dec. 17, 2012. http://illinois.edu/lb/article/391/69819 

“Next Steps in Egypt: A Minute with Ken Cuno, Expert on the Middle East.” University of Illinois main web site. On the first round of the Egyptian presidential elections. May 30, 2012. http://illinois.edu/emailer/newsletter/24260.html Reprinted in the Champaign-Urbana Sunday News-Gazette, June 3, 2012.
“A Minute with Ken Cuno, Expert on the Middle East.” University of Illinois main web site. On the Egyptian Revolution of 2011. Feb. 1, 2011. http://illinois.edu/lb/article/72/47803 

“A Minute with Ken Cuno, Expert on the Middle East.” University of Illinois main web site. Following Obama’s Cairo speech, June 4, 2009. http://illinois.edu/pc/article/72/26200/page=3/list=list 

“The Israel-Hamas Cease Fire,” Illinois International Global Viewpoint, July 2008. http://www.ilint.uiuc.edu/mt/interview/index.html 
“Multiple Perspectives on Teaching World history – The Middle East,” in The Illinois International Review, 7 (Spring 2008). http://www.ips.uiuc.edu/ilint/mt/iir/online/2008/07/resources_for_k16_educators_tr_1.html
“Understanding Sunni-Shi`i conflict in Iraq.” The Illinois International Review, 4 (Winter 2007).http://www.ips.uiuc.edu/ilint/mt/iir/online/2007/01/understanding_sunnishii_confli_1.html
“The United States, Israel and the Middle East.” The Public i, 6, 9 (Nov. 2006). Urbana-Champaign Independent Media Center.

“U.S. Needs to Work toward Achieving a Long, Durable Peace.” Daily Southtown (Tinley Park, IL), July 23, 2006. 

“Sunni-Shi`i Differences in Iraq.” Illinois International Review, supplemental feature, Spring 2006. http://www.ilint.uiuc.edu/Intl_Review_Extra.pdf. 

“Constructing Muhammad Ali.” Ahram Weekly (Cairo, Egypt), No. 768, 10-15 Nov. 2005. http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2005/768/sc1.htm 
“War? The View from the Arab Middle East,” Swords and Ploughshares, Program In Arms Control, Disarmament, and International Security, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 14, 3 (Winter 2002), 14-16.

“U.S. pays for Israeli policy it condemns,” Chicago Tribune, Apr. 17, 2002.

“Terror Attacks on America: How do We Respond?” Champaign-Urbana News-Gazette, Oct. 7, 2001.

“Migrants,” “Islam,” “Refugees,” and “Behind the Veil,” in Charles C. Stewart and Peter Fritzsche, eds., Imagining the Twentieth Century (University of Illinois Press, 1997), 71-73, 93, 114-15, 131.

“In Memoriam (Ronald C. Jennings),” Turkish Studies Association Bulletin, 20, 1 (Spring 1996), 93-95.

Translation: 

Muhammad Afifi, “The State and the Church in Nineteenth-Century Egypt,” Die Welt des Islams, 39, 3 (1999), 273-88. Arabic to English.

Book Reviews in: American Ethnologist; The American Historical Review; Bulletin Critique des Annales Islamologiques; Digest of Middle East Studies; European History Quarterly; History of Education Quarterly; International Journal of African Historical Studies; International Journal of Turkish Studies; Islamic Law and Society; Journal of African History; Journal of the American Oriental Society; Journal of the American Research Center in Egypt; Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient; Journal of the History of Sexuality; Journal of the Society for the Study of Egyptian Antiquities; Journal of Women’s History; Jusur; The Middle East Journal; Middle East Media and Book Reviews Online; Middle East Studies Association Bulletin; Orient: Journal of the Society for Near Eastern Studies in Japan; Turkish Historical Review; Turkish Studies Association Bulletin. 

Conference papers

“Abd Allah al-Nadim’s ‘School for Girls’ (Madrasat al-Banat): domestic ideology in fin de siècle Egypt,” “Beyond Circulation: The Intellectual and the Material in the History of the Arab Nahda,” University of Oxford, June 21-23, 2018, and the annual meeting of the American Research Center in Egypt, Washington, DC, April 11-14, 2019. 
“Reinventing Marriage in 19th and 20th Century Egypt,” Fifth European Congress on World and Global History, Budapest, Aug. 31-Sept. 3, 2017. 

“Claiming heirship: a litigant strategy in the Sharia Courts of nineteenth-century Egypt.” National Institutes for the Humanities of Japan Program for Islamic Area Studies Fifth International Conference, Tokyo, September 2015, and the Middle East Studies Association Annual Meeting, Denver, November 2015.
“Contextualizing Muhammad Abduh’s views on the family, marriage, and divorce.” Reforming Islamic Legal Thought Workshop, University of Exeter, Nov. 25, 2014. 

“From Pluralism to Hanafism and back: How Legal Modernization Set Back Women’s Rights in Nineteenth-Century Egypt.” Middle East Studies Association annual meeting, New Orleans, Oct. 10-13, 2013.

“The Origins of Personal Status Law in Egypt: Muhammad Qadri’s Code.” Presentation at the conference on Socio-Legal Perspectives on the Passage to Modernity in and Beyond the Middle East,” Ben Gurion University, Beer-Sheva, Israel, June 4-6, 2012.

 “Muhammad Qadri’s Code of Personal Status Law in Egypt.” Middle East Studies Association annual meeting, Washington, D.C., Dec. 1-4, 2011.

“Women with missing (mafqud) husbands: marriage in nineteenth century Egypt.” Middle East Studies Association annual meeting, San Diego, November 19, 2010. 

“Nineteenth-Century Egyptian Intellectuals and the Family Question,” Middle East Studies Association annual meeting, Boston, Nov. 21-24, 2009.

“Keeping women at home: Colonialism and the Development of Modern Islamic Law,” American Historical Association annual meeting, New York, Jan. 2-5, 2009 . 

“African Slaves in Nineteenth Century Rural Egypt: a Preliminary Assessment,” Middle East Studies Association annual meeting, Washington, D.C., Nov. 22-25, 2008. 

“Restitution of Conjugal Rights/bayt al-ta`a in Egyptian law,” Middle East Studies Association annual meeting, Montreal, Quebec, Nov. 17-20, 2007. 

“Demography, Household Formation, and Marriage in Three Egyptian Villages during the Mid Nineteenth Century.” Middle East Studies Association, 19-22 Nov. 2005, Washingon; Institute Français d’Archéologie Orientale du Caire, Colloque international sur la société rurale à l’époque ottomane, Égype, Bilad al-Sham, Anatolie/Balkans, 28 April-1 May 2002; and the annual meeting of the American Research Center in Egypt, Atlanta, 25-27 April 2003.

 “Sharia Court Regulations in Late 19th c. Egypt: The Effect on Marital Relations.” Symposium on “Family, Gender and Law in a Globalizing Middle East and South Asia,” 7-9 Oct. 2004, UIUC; and Middle East Studies Association, 19-23 Nov. 2004, San Francisco.

“Positivization of the Sharia in Egypt: The Effect on Marital Relations.” Islamic Legal Studies Program at Harvard Law School, workshop on “The Positivization of Law in Egypt,” 21-22 Feb. 2003. 

“Divorce and the Fate of the Family in Modern Egypt.” Middle East Studies Association, 24-26 Nov. 2002, Washington, D.C.; and “Institutions, Ideologies, and Agency: Family Change in the Arab Middle East and Diaspora, a symposium sponsored by the Center for International Studies, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 10-13 Apr. 2003.

“Ambiguous Modernization: the Transition to Monogamy in the Khedival House of Egypt.” Middle East Studies Association, San Francisco, Nov. 17-20, 2001.

“Conjugality and Reproduction in the Ruling House of Nineteenth-Century Egypt: The Transition to Monogamy.” Workshop/Conference on Family History and Middle East Studies, the University of California at Berkeley, April 7-9, 2000.

 “The Reproduction of Elite Households in Eighteenth-Century Egypt: Two Examples from al-Mansura.” Middle East Studies Association in Washington, D.C., Nov. 19-22, 1999.

“Muhammad Ali and the Beginning of Modern Egypt,” Egyptian Historical Society Symposium on “Egypt during the Reign of Muhammad Ali: Reform, Modernization, or Continuity,” Cairo, March 9-11, 1999.

“The Reproduction of Military Households in 18th Century Egypt.”  Hommage à André Raymond:  Espace et société dans les villes arabes du Machreq à l’époque ottomane.  Damascus, Syria, 28-30 May 1998.

“The Social History of a Village in 19th Century Egypt:  Sandub, 1847-1868” - Middle East Studies Association, San Francisco, Nov. 1997. 

“Egyptian Rural Notable Families:  The Village of Sandub, 1847-1868” - Third Carleton Conference on the History of the Family, Ottowa, May 1997.

"The Transformation of a Juridical Discourse in Ottoman Egypt:  the Theory of Irsad," Middle East Studies Association, Washington, D.C., Dec. 1995.

"A Tale of Two Villages:  Family and Property in Rural Egypt in the 1840s," British Academy Symposium on Land, Settlement and Agriculture in Egypt from Pharaonic to Modern Times, Oxford University, Mar. 1996.

"Family and Property in 19th Century Egypt," Land II Workshop, Harvard University Center for Middle East Studies, Mar. 1996.

"Sources for the study of land tenure and related issues in 18th and 19th century Egypt," Land Workshop, Harvard University Center for Middle East Studies, Mar. 1995.

"Rural Households, Property, and Land in 19th Century Egypt," Annual conference of the Middle East Studies Association, Research Triangle Park, NC, Nov. 1993.

"Was the land of Ottoman Egypt and Syria miri or milk?  An examination of juridical differences."  Middle East Studies Association, Washington, D.C., Nov. 1991.

"Urban-rural commerce and the nineteenth-century transformation of Egypt's economy." Middle East Studies Association, San Antonio, Tex., Nov. 1990.

"Women, law, and the inheritance of land in early modern Egypt." Middle East Studies Association, Toronto, Ont., Nov. 1989.

"The inheritance of peasant-held land in early modern Egypt: background to the Law of 1858." Netherlands Institute for Archeological and Arabic Studies, Cairo, Nov. 1989.

Selected invited lectures and seminars since 1990
“Epilogue: The US, Israel, and the Palestinians since 1967,” in “The Seventh Day: 50 Years after the Six Day War,” a symposium organized by the Center for South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, U of I, Oct. 24, 2017.

“The other crisis of 1956: Suez.” in “New Directions in the Scholarship on the 1956 Hungarian Revolution: Memory and the Transnational Impact 60 years After,” a symposium organized by the Russian East European and Eurasian Center, U of I, Oct. 21, 2016.

“The 2016 Elections and Middle East Policy.” Illinois State University International Seminar Series, Oct. 26, 2016. 

“Reinventing Marriage in Egypt.” Middle East Studies Program, The University of Connecticut, March 22, 2016; and the Program in African Studies, Northwestern University, May 11, 2016. 

“From Pluralism to Hanafism and back: How Legal Modernization Set Back Women’s Rights in Nineteenth-Century Egypt.” Presentation in the Department of Middle East and African Studies, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, June 3, 2012.

“The transformation of Islamic law in Egypt: from Sharia to personal status law.” Illinois State University, Normal, IL, International Studies Seminar Series, Jan. 26, 2011.  
“The Salam Contract in Ottoman Egypt.” Workshop on “Contract Law: the Salam Contract in History,” Harvard University, Islamic Legal Studies Program, Feb. 21, 2007.  
“Divorce and the Fate of the Family in Modern Egypt.” Middle East History and Theory Conference, the University of Chicago, May 12-13, 2006; Middle East and Middle East American Center, CUNY, Sept. 21, 2006.  
“Demography, Household Formation, and Marriage in Three Egyptian Villages during the Mid Nineteenth Century.” Workshop on women and family in Ottoman history, Center for Middle East Studies, the University of Chicago, Feb. 4-5, 2005.

Remarks and discussion. Panel discussion of my book The Pasha’s Peasants, to mark the publication of the Arabic translation. Supreme Council for Culture, Cairo. 22 July 2000. In Arabic.  
 “Village Families.” Journée d’études/workshop, La société rurale dans l’Égypte ottomane, at the Institut Français d’Archéologie Orientale, Cairo. 6 June 2000. In English and Arabic.  
“Methodological Strategies in Researching Rural History.” Seminar series of the Institut Français d’Archéologie Orientale, Cairo. 4 June 2000. In English and Arabic.  
“Whither the Social History of the Middle East?” Thematic Discussion. Middle East Social and Cultural History Association/Middle East Studies Association in Washington, D.C., Nov. 19-22, 1999.

 “The Reproduction of Elite Households in 18th Century and Early 19th Century Egypt,” Two Examples from al-Mansura,” Visiting Scholars’ and Fellows’ Seminar, The American University in Cairo, Feb. 1999. 

 “Recent Research on the Middle East in the U.S.,” American Cultural Center, Damascus, Syria, May 1998.  
 “Reconstructing the Rural History of Egypt.” Workshop on the Middle East in the Passage to Modernity and Neo-Marxist Theories of the Capitalist World Economy: a Reassessment. Departments of Middle East Studies and Economics, Ben Gurion University of the Negev, Beersheva, Israel, Jan. 1998.  
"Family History in 19th Century Egypt:  Sources and Methods," Modern Near East Institute, University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands, Oct. 1996; Research Scholars/Fellows Seminar, American University in Cairo; and the Ottoman History Seminar, Faculty of Arts, Cairo University, Nov. 1996; Department of History, The Ohio State University, Apr. 1997; Department of Middle East Studies, Ben Gurion University of the Negev, Beersheva, Jan. 1998; American Cultural Center, Damascus, May 1998. 
"The Transition to Modern Egypt." Workshop on Transitions:  From Mamluk to Ottoman, Ottoman to Modern Egypt. Center for the Study of Islamic Societies at Washington University in St. Louis/The American Research Center in Egypt, St. Louis, April 1996.  
"The Century of Mobility:  Migrations, Refugees, Diasporas," The Fate of the 20th Century Seminar. UIUC History Department, April 1996.

"Was the Land of Ottoman Syria Miri or Milk?  An Examination of Juridical Differences within the Hanafi School."  Program for the Advancement and Revival of the Social Sciences, University of Pennsylvania, Dec. 1993.  
"The Rural Origins of Modern Egypt:  the Experience of the Peasantry under Muhammad Ali, 1805-1848."  Department of History, Villanova University, Dec. 1993.  
"Land, the Peasantry, and the State in 19th Century Egypt."  Lecture series on Islam and the State in the Arab World. University of Michigan, Center for Middle Eastern and North African Studies, March 1993.  
"An unknown chapter in the history of Ottoman-era land tenure:  juridical debates over the status of land in Egypt and Syria."  Mellon Seminar, Department of Near Eastern Studies, Princeton University, April 1992.  
Public talks (mostly Middle East history or current events)

Amnesty International, Champaign-Urbana; Arab Student Association, UIUC; Anti-War Anti-Racism Effort, Champaign-Urbana; The Binational Fulbright Commission and the Egyptian Fulbright Scholar Program, Cairo; Center for African Studies, UIUC; Center for South Asian and Middle East Studies, UIUC; Central Illinois Mosque and Islamic Center, Urbana; Channing-Murray Foundation, Urbana; Elderhostel; Egyptian Student Association, UIUC; Global Crossroads program, UIUC; Illinois Agricultural Leadership Program, UIUC; Illinois Disciples Foundation, Champaign; International Student Affairs World Forum, UIUC; Israel Illini; UIUC College of Law; Lincoln Ave. Residential Hall, UIUC; Middle East Studies Society (UIUC students); Model U.N., UIUC; Osher Lifelong Learning Institute; Phi Alpha Theta (UIUC history majors); Teachers for Peace and Justice, UIUC; Students for Palestine, UIUC; Students for Justice in Palestine, UIUC; Study Abroad Program, UIUC; Summer Program on International Affairs, UIUC; Undergraduate History Association, UIUC; University YMCA, UIUC; USDA Diversity Days Celebration; World Affairs Forum of Southern Illinois.

Interviews and broadcasts (most on current events)
The Champaign-Urbana News Gazette; The Daily Illini; The Daily Telegraph, Dixon, IL; The Herald and Review, Decatur, IL; The Daily Eastern News, EIU Charleston; The Daily Egyptian, SIU Carbondale; The St. Louis Post-Dispatch; "Extension 720,” WGN Radio, Chicago; WEFT Radio, Champaign; “Focus 580,” WILL Radio, Urbana; WILM Radio Wilmington, DL; WDWS Newstalk Radio, Champaign; WRFU-LP Radio, Urbana; WTDY Radio, Madison, WI; Illinois International TV; UI-7 TV, UI Journalism Dept.; Urbana Public TV; WCIA TV, Champaign; WICD TV, Champaign; WLUW-FM, Chicago; Egyptian Cultural Television.
Courses taught

Lecture/discussion

History and Civilization of the Islamic Middle East, 7th-20th Centuries C.E.; Introduction to the World of Islam; The Transformation of the Middle East, 1566-1914; The Middle East since World War I; Egypt since the First World War; Modern Palestinian History.

Colloquia and Seminars

Undergraduate research and writing seminars on: Family, gender and law: transitions, east and west; The Family in history; Landlords, peasants, and the state; Nationalism in the Arab Middle East; and Nationalism and Religion. 

Graduate courses: History of the Middle East, 19th & 20th centuries; Middle East Social History; Issues in Middle Eastern History; Nationalism in the Arab Middle East; Family, Gender and Law in South Asia, the Middle East & North Africa; Religion and State in Central and South Asia, the Middle East, and North Africa. Directed readings in: Themes in Early-Modern and Modern Middle East History; Modern Middle East history; Women in the Modern Middle East; Modern Palestinian and Israeli history; Middle Eastern Jews; Modern Jordanian history; Modern Tunisian history; Middle East Agrarian History; and Peasants in Middle East History. 

Ph.D. Students

Rosemary Admiral, Ph.D. 2016.

Archana Prakash, Ph.D. 2016.

Evan Murphy, ABD 2012.

Elizabeth Matsushita, ABD 2016.

Marisa Natale.
Masters Students

Lawrence McMahon, M.A. 2008.

W. Mark Bisson, M.A. 2009.
National & International Professional Activities

Editorial Boards: Review of Middle East Studies, 2017-present; International Journal of Middle East Studies, 1999-2006; Annales Islamologiques, 2000-2004 
Advisory Board, Islamic Law and Society, 2011-present.
Executive Board, Review of Middle East Studies, 2017-present. 
The American Research Center in Egypt. Executive Committee, 2001-2005. Board of Governors, 1999-2005. Annual Meeting Program Committee, 2007. Fellowship Committee, 2008. Library Committee, 2002-08. Nominations Committee, 2005-08.

Middle East Studies Association of North America. Nominating Committee, 2002; Programming Committee, 2015; Chair, Albert Hourani Book Prize Committee, 2017.

Fellowship reviewer for: Agence Nationale de la Recherche, Paris; American Research Center in Egypt; Social Science Research Council International Dissertation Research Fellowship program; Egyptian Fulbright Scholar Program, Cairo; European Research Council; Freiburg Institute for Advanced Studies; Israel Science Foundation; UIUC Research Board.

Manuscript referee for: American University in Cairo Press; Bloomsbury Publishing; Cambridge University Press; CETOBAC (Centre d'études turques, ottomanes, balkaniques et centrasiatiques), CNRS-EHESS-Collège de France; CQ Press/SAGE; I.B. Tauris; M.E. Sharpe; Oxford University Press; Palgrave Macmillan; Routledge; Stanford University Press; State University of New York Press; Syracuse University Press; University of California Press; Westview Press; Agricultural History; Alif: Journal of Comparative Poetics; British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies; Gender & History; History Compass; International Journal of Middle East Studies; Islamic Law and Society; Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient; Journal of Colonialism and Colonial History; Journal of the History of Childhood and Youth; Journal of Middle East Women’s Studies; Journal of the Ottoman and Turkish Studies Association; Journal of Social History; Law and History Review; Middle Eastern Studies; Review of Middle East Studies; Social Politics: International Studies in Gender, State, and Society.
Member: American Historical Association; American Research Center in Egypt; Association of Middle East Women’s Studies; International Society for Islamic Legal Studies; Middle East Studies Association of North America; Ottoman and Turkish Studies Association. 
Departmental Service

History Department: Executive Committee, 2007-10 & 2016-19; Chair, South Asian search committee, 2011; Graduate Studies Committee, Graduate Financial Aid Committee, and Graduate Admissions Committee, multiple years; Teaching Observation Committee; Undergraduate Program Committee, multiple years (Chair & Director of Undergraduate Studies, 1997-98); Program Committee; Honors Committee (Chair, 1999-2000); Swain and Sher Prize Committees, multiple years; History at Illinois Editor (2015-19, 2021), Features Editor, and Assistant Editor; Capricious Grading Committee; Editor, History Department Weekly Newsletter (1992-94); Recording Secretary.

Other Service at UIUC

College:

Chair, REEEC Director Evaluation Committee, 2012.

Center for South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies: Director, 2002-06; Executive Committee, multiple years; FLAS Fellowship Committee, multiple years; multiple MA committees.

Center for African Studies: Advisory Committee, multiple years; FLAS Fellowship Committee.

Committee on Academic Standards, 2015-17.

Program for the Study of Jewish Culture and Society: affiliate.

International Studies Major advisory committee, 2004-06.

Faculty Senate, including Senate Library Committee, 2001-02.

Campus:

Library search committees: South Asian and Middle Eastern Librarian, 2000-01; South Asian Librarian and Middle Eastern Librarian, 2001-02.
General Education Board, 2007-09.

Library International and Area Studies Implementation Team, 2009-10.

Fulbright Interview Committee, multiple years.

Events organized: Miller Committee Lecture, “Whither Syria?” by Joshua Landis, Mar. 29, 2012. Miller Committee Lecture, "Protecting the Prophet: Understanding Muslim Reactions to the Danish Cartoon Controversy" and other events with Lawrence Rosen, Apr. 24-25, 2008. The second Turkish Studies Symposium on “Turkey and Europe,” Mar. 8, 2006. Visiting lectures and classroom appearances by Lynn Welchman, on Islamic family law, Mar. 27-29, 2006; Andrew Watson, on agricultural innovation in early Islam, Apr. 13-14, 2006; and Margot Badran, on Islamic feminist activism, Apr. 25-27, 2006. Classroom appearances by Ibtihal Salem, Egyptian writer, Apr. 27 & 29, 2005. Visiting lectures by Ted Swedenburg, including "Enrico Macias, the Music of Arab Jews, and the Question of Israel/Palestine," Mar. 1, 2005. Miller Committee Lecture, “Other-Worldly and This-Worldly Piety and the Islamic Revival,” and other events with Francis Robinson, Jan. 31-Feb. 2, 2005. Co-Organizer of the first UI Turkish Studies Symposium, “Media and Society in the Late Ottoman Empire and Early Republican Turkey,” Jan. 26, 2005. Miller Committee Lecture, “Family, Gender and State in the Middle East and South Asia,” and other events with Suad Joseph, Oct. 7-9, 2004. Organizer of an international symposium, “Family, Gender and Law in the Middle East and South Asia,” Oct. 7-9, 2004. Miller Committee Lecture, “The Future of Iraq,” and other lectures by Charles Tripp, Nov. 3-4, 2003. Co-organizer of REEC/SAMES lecture series “The Islamic World: a Century of Transformations,” 2002-03; Program in South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies and the Department of History, two lectures on early Islamic historiography by Shahab Ahmed, Mar. 25-27, 2002; History Department Symposium, “Modernities,” with Julia Clancy-Smith and Saloni Mathur, Nov. 8, 2000. Miller Committee Lecture, “The Dispersion of Egyptian Jewry,” and other talks by Joel Beinin, Mar. 27-31, 2000; History Department Colloquium lecture and seminar, “Palestinian Identity:  the Construction of Modern National Consciousness,” by Rashid Khalidi, Apr. 22-23, 1998; Program in South Asian and Middle East Studies lecture, “Organizing Women: Problems and Prospects in the Middle East and North Africa,” by Valentine Moghadam, Dec. 1997; Program in South Asian and Middle East Studies, Middle East Brown Bag lecture series, several years.
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