HISTORY AT ILLINOIS

THE CHAIRPERSON'S CORNER

S

During the past two yecars, the Depart-
nent of History has found itself increasingly
preoccupied with two tasks, finding posi-
tions for its brand new Ph.D.s and attract-
ing students to its undergraduate courses.
The prospects for academic employment in
1977 look gloomicr than ever before, but
the department’s placement record during
the past two years is onc in which it takes
at least a modicum of satisfaction. The
twenty-seven persons who received their
Ph.D. in history at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
between 1974 and 1976 were employed in the following manner
during the spring of 1977:

Members of a university faculty 6 223%
Members of a four-year college faculty 7 25.9%
Membetrs of a two-year college faculty 3 1119
Members of a high school staff 2 1.4%
Employed in fields related to history 4 14.8%
{c.g. musenm administration’}
Employed in field unrelated to training 1 3.7%
Unknown 4 14.8%
Total 27 100.0%

The department continues to rely upon its alumni for tips, especially
tips about temporary last-minute vacancics and community college
positions; neither of the latter tend to be nationally advertised.

The department’s other major concern is that of halting a decline
in history enrollments at a time when the flood of students pre-
paring for secondary school teaching in the social studies has, under-
standably, become a trickle, and when the focus of much university
education has become a fairly narrow vocationalism rather than a
Lroad liberal arts background. Our purpose is to uphold high aca-
demic standards while attracting students. During the past year, the
department has sought to achieve these purposes in several ways:
Ly publishing semi-annual “personalized course guides” which en-
large in informal detail upon the often brief and prosaic course
catalog descriptions; by admitting non-history concentrators to the
History 298 colloguia which are conducted as undergraduate semi-
nars; and by offering new and revised experimental courses. Among
the more successful of the latter have been Richard Burkhardt’s
“History of Biology” and {with Evan Melhado} “ITistory of Medi-
cine,” Nancy Jo Padgett’s “War and Society in the Twentieth Cen-
tury,” Mary Lee Spence’s “History of American Women,” TFred
Jaher’s and Stephen Shafer's “American History Through Film” and
Nunzie Pernicone’s *The Contemporary World.”

Accomplishments in which the department has every causc to
take pride are both the number of major publications for which its
faculty members have recently been responsible and the number of
awards its faculty members have recently won, The summary of
faculty news reported later in this belated newsletter is largely
limited to cvents of 1975-76. This spring alene, however, the Har-
vard University Press has published three books by University of
Ilinois Department of Iistory faculty members: Winton U. Sol-
berg's Redeem the Time: The Puritan Sabbath in Early America,
Keith Hitching’ Orthodoxy and Nationality: Andreiu Saguna and the
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Rumanians of Transylvania, 1846-1873, and The Spirit of System:
Lamarck and Evelutionary Biology by Richard W, Burkhardt. Of
forty-five full-time faculty members, fourtecen have published or
cdited new books or new editions of old boaks within just two years;
cleven others have had manuscripts accepted for publication. For
the 1977-78 academic year, Vojtech Mastny has won a Guggen-
heim Fellowship, Vernon Burton a Rockefeller Foundation Fellow-
ship, Lloyd Eastran a Senior Fulbright Fellowship, and Mary Lee
Spence a grant from the National Historical Publications and Rec-
ords Commission. Details of these and other significant accomplish-
ments will be found in next year's newsletter.

The last decade has been an era not merely of grade inflaticn but
of name inflation, and many a department has become a school; the
Department of Home Economics, for example, is nowadays the
Schocl of IHuman Resources and Family Studies. It was recently
suggested to us that the Department of History, too, transform itself
into a school, perhaps the School of Historical, Antiquarian, and
Genealogical Sciences. Further reflection led to the conclusion that
a title like School of HAGS might do linde to attract students, The
suggestion has been referred to an appropriate subcommittce for
further discussion.

Walter L. Arnstein

RANSEL ORGANIZES SYMPOSIUM

A symposium on the history of the Tamily
in prerevolutionary Russin was held on
the Champaign-Urbana campus in October
1976. The National Lndowment for the
Humanities provided support for a gather-
ing which heard papers from American,
Canadian, and Soviet schalars. The topics
included the Tamily as reflected in art and
folkiore, psychological dimensions of family
relations, marriage and houschold customs
among the peasantry, medical and welfare
intervention in peasant hirth and child care, and the family life of
urban workers. The organizer and director of the symposium, Pro-
fessor David L. Ransel, is currently preparing the papers for publi-
cation in a volume to be issued under the title “Family Relations
in Prerevolutionary Russia,”

SOLBERG DIRECTS NEH SEMINAR

1 Under the sponsorship of the National
Endowment for the Humanities, Professor
Winton U. Solberg has directed a seminar
in hisiory for college teachers during 1976-
77. The seminar is part of the Endowment’s
program of Fellowships in Residence for
College Teachers, currently in its sccond
year. The program provides an opportunity
for teachers in smaller colleges to study at a
university for a year with a view to im-
proving their knowledge and understanding
of their subject and increasing their cffectiveness as teachers of the
humanitics. Professor Solberg’s is one of only fifteen such seminars
offcred in universities throughout the nation in 1976-77. His seminar
has been studying selected topics in American intellectual and cul-
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