HISTORY AT ILLINOIS

FROM THE NOT-S50-EASY CHAIR

The 1976-77 academic year {with a spillover into the current
year) was the year that the department coped with COPE, the
University's Council on Program Evaluation. This body was set up
six years ago in order to superintend the process whereby every Uni-
versity school and department, in due cowrse, justified its educational
purposes in lengthy statistical, as well as narrative, detail. The pro-
cess involved (1) a questionnaire evaluating the department filled
aut by undergraduate history concentrators and by graduate students
in history; {2} a questionnaire filled out by each member of the fac-
ulty about his or her own professicnal background, accomplishments,
and afliliations; (3) a questionnaire, filled out by all faculty mem-
hers who chose to do se, evaluating the department’s exceutive offi-
cer; {4) a lengthy narrative report prepared by that same execcutive
officer owtlining the deparunent’s history, organization, objectives,
criteria for merit increases and promotions, teaching assignment pol-
icies, advising policies, and other such subjects; and (5} some twenty
statistical tables, at least half of which had to be compiled by the
department. After an interval the process was climaxed by a COPE-
sponsored visit to the campus late in February 1978 by three distin-
guished historians, Samuel P. Iays of Pitsburgh, Lacey Baldwin
Smith of Northwestern, and Peter H. Smith of Wisconsin.

Pending a final report on the department by COPE, members of
the department have thus far been compelled to look upon statistical
self-analysis as a reward in its own right. For the most part they have
found mathematical confirmation for what hitherto had been ran-
dom imnpressions. Thus, at the time the survey was taken, 49 persons
were associated with the department: 39 with tenure or tenure track
appointments wholly in the Deparument of History, G with appoint-
ments partly in the Departnent ol History and partly in another
University subdivision, and + temperary visitors. For these 49, the
median age was 42 and the average number of years since receiving
the Ph.ID,, 12, Of this number, 3+ had published at least one hook
and ‘H at least one article in a schelarly journal; 30 had held office
in at least one national or regional professional association; and 18
were serving on at least one journal editorial board. An average of
two faculty members per year had received promotion to the rank
of associate professor or professor during the previens decade.

Similar statistics were accumulated abont courses, degrees awarded,
and students. The department has heen offering an average of 155
separate cowrses during each academic year plus summer. During
the ten year period 1966-75, a total of 2,006 swdents received a
B.A. with a major in history, 650 an M.A, in history, and 123 a
Ph.D. in history. The results of the survey of current graduate and
undergraduate students indicated that most students were well satis-

NEWS FLASH!

Bennett I Hill, professor of history {and a member of the
department since 1963 |, has heen appeinted to chair the de-
partment effective August 1978,

Martha Friedman, the University of 1llinois history librar-
ian, lias been elected president of the American Association of
University Professors,

1977.78

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Exccutive committee members (leflt to right} Frederic C. Jaher,
Bennett D. Hill, Walter L. Amstein, C. Ernest Dawn, and J. Leon-
ard Bates.

ficd with most aspects of the department’s program: they regarded
it as neither too easy nor too diflicult, its structure neither too flexible
nor too rigid, its orientation neither too general nor too detailed. A
significant number of gradunte students suggested that courses were
not sulliciently well integrated and provided an insufficiently *sound
theoretical framework,” but both undergraduates and graduates gave
high marks to the quality of instruction, and, in the case of graduate
students, cven higher marks to the department’s secretarial staff. On
a scale of five, both undergraduate and graduate students gave an
average grade of four to both their personal sense of dedication to
the program and to the degree to which they regarded their program
of study as worthwhile.

As last year's newsletter abserved, like most other history depart-
ments, that of the University of 1llinois at Elrbana-Champaign has
had to face the problem in recent years of a falling number of en-
roliments and a falling number of history concentrators. That de-
cline has not been halted altogether, but by the fall of 1977-78 the
department’s enrollment level had almost reached a platean, and
at the 100 level the trend was once again upwards.

Walter L. Arnstein

PRUETT TEACHING AWARD FINALIST

John H. Pruett, a member of the Depart-
ment of History since 1973 and the main-
stay of the teaching of HMistory 151 (History
of the United States to 1877) since that
time, emerged as one of cight finalists for
the third all-campus Award for Excellence
in Undergraduate Teaching. Initially | to-
gether with O. Vernon Burton) one of twe
departinent nominees for the award, Pruett
was chosen suceessively by the School of
ITumanities and the College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences as award nomincee,

Other members of the department have also been recognized for
excellent teaching. In annual surveys, LAS graduating sentors have
been invited to nominate their “most effective teacher,” Persons
named 8 1o 13 times are listed as “excellent,” those named 14 times
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