HISTORY AT ILLINOIS

FROM THE NOT-SO-EASY CHAIR

Since the last issue of this newsletter, the
History Department has considered, once
again, the curriculum, both graduste and
undergraduate, After a lengthy debate of
the full graduate program, it was decided,
atong other changes, to increase the num-
ber of required seminars, including two in
social science theory and techniques; a com-
mon seminar was also mandated for al!
students writing doctoral theses. We believe
these will hetter prepare our graduate stus
dents. Pending the implementation of the broad reforms recently
adopted by the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, only modest
changes were made in the undergraduate program.

Because of the academic job market, we have been exploring
opportunmu for our doctoral candidates in business, in government
service, and with the military, Last fall, Clark Spence attended a
conference which dealt in part with civilian historians in the U.S.
Air Force, Last spring, the visit and presentation of Air Force Major
General John W. Huston, Chief of the Office of Air Force History,
aroused a fair amount of attention, and we Dbelieve that some of
our students will opt for a carcer with one or another branch of the
military services.

During the past two years, n number of colleagues gained special
recognition in their various professional socicties, Walter Arnstein
served as president of the Midwest Victorian Studies Association;
Donald Queller as president of the Midwest Medieval Association;
and Ralph Fisher became president of the American Association for
the Advancement of Slavie Studics, From a large field of able candi-
dates, David Ransel was selected editor of Slavic Revicie. the maost
prestigious journal of Russian and Last Eurepean Studies in the
country. John McKay contemplates the editorship of the Journal of
Econemie History. Keith Hitchins continues as editor of Rumanian
Studies. Paul Schroeder and Keith Hitchins are writing volumes in
the Oxford History of Modern Europe scries; we doubt that any
other History Department can boast two members preparing hooks
in that distinguished series. The department also takes pride in Paul
Drake’s winning the Bolton Prize for the best book in Latin American
History puhlished in 1978, and in the invitations to Richard Burk-
hardt to lecture at Cambridge University, at the Sorbonne, and
in Prague.

The quality of undergraduate education remains a very serious
concern, Competition among departments for students, or “instruc-
tional units” as they are dehumanizingly called, has led among other
things to a grave decline of academic standards and to an appalling
increase in grade inflation. Career oriented students tend to avoid
the exciting, if sometimes rigorous courses, and to sclect those they
find immediately “relevam,” College-approved peer (that is, stu-
dent) advising does not help, Teaching assistants and faculty yield to
student pressure for high grades. The anti-intellectual atmosphere
which exists in the schools is duplicated in institutions of higher
learning; in fact, universitics are now generally referred to as
“schools.” None of this is unique to the History Department, or to
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; it is part of a prob-
lem common to all public institutions of higher learning in the
United States. In all of this, however, the signilicance and value of
the undergraduate degree declines. The ancient concept of univer-
sities providing a liberaf education which introduces the student to
many aspects of culture, which broadens the mind and expands the
options disappears. Tempus cdax rerum.

Bennett D. Hill

1979-80

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

PROMOTIONS FOR PRUETT AND BUCKLER

Promoted to the rank of associate profes-
sor with tenure in the spring of 1979 was
John H. Pruett, & native of Richmond,
Virginia, the holder of a Princeton Ph.D,
andd a member of this department since
1973. His book The Parish Clergy Under
the Later Stuwarts: the Leicestershire Ex-
perience published by the University of Illi-
nois Press in 1978, was described by the
Library Journal as a “well-written, quanti-
tative collective biography. ... The tables
relating to clerical income, education, parish buildings, and social
and geographical origins are clear and informative.” The AHR
agreed that the book provided “a representative, panoramic view of
the life and times of the later Stuart clergy. ... The rescarch is
muticulous.” Professor Pruett’s article “A Late Swart Leicestershire
Parson: The Reverend Humphrey Michel” appeared in the June
1979 issuc of the Journal of Religious History. In the spring of 1980,
for the third year of the past four, John Pruett was selected as the
History Department nominee and emerged as a campus finalist for
the Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching Award. In spring 1979
he also received the School of Mumanities Teaching Award and the
Alpha Lambda Delta Award as “Qutstanding Teacher of Freshman
Students,” During 1979-80 he served as the faculty adviser of the
History Undergraduate Association. He expects to be on sabbatical
leave during the fall semester of 1980,

John Buckler was promoted to the rank
of associate proflessor with tenure in the
spring of 1980. A native of Louisville, Ken-
tucky, Professor Buckler did his under-
graduate work at the University of Louis-
ville, and he received his M.A. and Ph.D.
degrees from Harvard University. A mem-
ber of this department since 1973, he is the
coauthor of A History of IVestern Society
(Boston: Houghton MifHin, 1979), and his
monograph, The Theban Hegemony, 371-
362 B.C. has been accepted for publication by the Harvard Univer-
sity Press, He is also the author of twelve articles dealing with the
history of Hellenic Greece, the most recent of which is “The Fort at
Kyriaki and Phokian Strategy of the Third Sacred War”; it appeared
in Teiresias Supplement 2 {1979). He dclivered papers at both the
general meeting of the Archeological Institute of America at Van-
couver in December 1978, and at the Third International Conference
Boiotian 'Antiquitics at Laval University in Quebec in November
1979. During 1979-80 he served as president of the Central Illinois
Society of the Archeological Institute of America,

DRAKE HEADS LATIN AMERICAN CENTER

Paul Drake returned 1o the Urbana cam-
pus in Januwary 1980 in order to hecome
director of the University of Illinois Center
for Latin American and Caribbean Studies.
The author of Socialism and Populism in
Chile, 1932-1952 (1978) and of numerous
articles and reviews invelving Latin Amer-
ican History, Professor Drake has been a
member of the Department of History
since 1971, The Historian described the
*in all respects an outstanding book, not only one of

volume as
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