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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS

It is a pleasure to have the opportuni-
ty to extend greetings once again to the
readers of History at Iilinois. This issue
reports two years' worth of activities of
the department, the department facul-
ty, and alumni. It also includes on page
three a new departmental photograph,
the last such record for posterity having
been taken more than a decade ago in
1974. Comparing the 1985 picture with
the one from 1974 shows that there have
been changes in the last decade. The outward and visible signs
include the appearance of some new faces in the place of old
ones (to say nothing of refinements in tie widths or hemlines —
and hairlines and waistlines — with regard to those faculty who
were recorded in both instances). The steps on which the facul-
ty stand are those of the newly renovated Foellinger
Auditorium, the site this spring for the commencement ac-
tivities of the School of Humanities. As for the particular
scholarly activities from which the assembled faculty were
wrested for the taking of the picture, some of these at least are
indicated in the pages that follow.

In discussing departmental change, special notice should be
made here of retirements, resignations, and new appointments.
Professor J. Leonard Bates retired from the department last
spring. Professor Natalia Belting will retire at the end of the
summer. Paul Drake has gone to the University of California at
San Diego to an endowed chair in Latin American Studies in
the Political Science Department. David Ransel is becoming
the new editor of the American Historical Review, a position
which will take him to the University of Indiana, We will
remember fondly having these colleagues with us, while looking
forward to further interactions with them. New to the depart-
ment this year were Professor James Barrett in American
history and Professor Megan McLaughlin in medieval history.
Professor Nils Jacobsen will be joining the department in the
fall in Latin American history. The department hopes also to
announce soon the appointment of a distinguished, senior-level
appointment in early modern European history, to begin in fall
1986.

Among other changes in the department, the present chair-
man is stepping down in August 1985 to devote more time to
research. Professor William Widenor will become the new
chairman. The editor of History at Illinois has urged me to use
the occasion of this column to make some parting observations

based on four years of experience heading the department. It
occurred to me that this would be an excellent opportunity to
offer a revised version of W. S. Gilbert's “I've got a little list,”
starring selected individuals from the higher administration,
the greater memo-writing and questionnaire-generating
bureaucracy, certain student organizations, and the Office of
Space Utilization (to mention only a few of the possible
sources). I have, however, resisted the temptation.

What [ would like to say as cut-going chairman is that I am
very impressed by the talents of the departmental faculty and 1
am optimistic about the department’s future. It seems to me
that the job of departmental chairperson, at least under pres-
ent university circumstances, lends itself more to bricolage than
to engineering with comprehensive blueprints, but this is not
necessarily a bad thing. (Organic evolution, at any rate, pro-
ceeds in the same way.) A department such as ours, exhibiting
a wealth of talent and a diversity of interests and methodolog-
ical orientations, should prove capable of adapting and playing
a significant role at this university as it enters a period of major
challenges to traditional conceptions of what higher education
and universities are — or ought to be — all about.

I would like to thank again all those alumni who have
reported on their recent accomplishments, and also the alumni
and friends who have generously contributed to the Depart-
ment of History's General Endowment Fund. Thanks also to
Professor Wally Farnham for again editing History a¢ Illinois.

Richard W. Burkhardt, Jr
Chairman

WIDENOR IS NEW CHAIRMAN

The search for a chairman to replace Richard “Chip”
Burkhardt, who decided not to stand for another term,
resulted in widespread agreement upon the appointment of our
colleague William C. Widenor. Bill has been in the depart-
ment since 1974 and an associate professor since 1981, Before
he entered academia, he was for several years a foreign service
officer in the State Department.

Professor Widener's considerable academic achievements
have been noted over the years in History at Illinois. It is
enough to recall that his Henry Cabot Lodge and the Search
JSor an American Foreign Policy (Berkeley, 1980) received the
Organization of American Historians' Frederick Jackson
Turner prize. In 1984 he was a visiting associate professor at
the University of California— Berkeley. His service within the
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