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NOTES FROM THE
TEMPORARY CHAIR

Returning, at the request of Geoffrey
Parker, for a semester (Fall 1989) to the
office that 1 had occupied from 1974 to
1978, I found that the atmosphere had
changed significantly. For our History
Department, like many others, the mid-
1970s were years of retrenchment. An-
nual budgets were lean; the late-1960s
boom in students preparing for second-
ary school teaching at the high school
level had collapsed, and the number of
undergraduate history majors generally had alsc declined, At a
time that the number of openings in college teaching was
reaching a kind of abyss, the number of new graduate students
was understandably down sharply as well, and I saw it then asa
major task to hold in check the attrition of faculty numbers.

What a difference a decade can make! Not only did 1989
prove to be an unusually favorable budget year for the univer-
sity and the department, but we had notable successes in plac-
ing new Ph.D.s, and at the 1989 AHA Convention in San Fran-
cisco some of our doctoral candidates had more than a score of
preliminary interviews. In the meantime the number of under-
graduate History majors has shot up from 228 as recently as
1984 to 358 in 1989. Whereas in 1982-83 student enrollment in
all History courses involved less than 21,000 instructional units,
by 1988-89 the number exceeded 29,000. Analogously, whereas
as recently as the fall of 1987 twenty-four new graduate
students enrolled in the department, in the fall of 1989 forty-
nine did so, a number that is at once gratifying and likely to
strain the department's resources. Of 1989's forty-two new
entry-level graduate students, 14% did their undergraduate
work at Urbana and 19% at other Illinois institutions (such as
Chicago, Northwestern, Bradley, and Illinois Wesleyan). An
additional 29% obtained their B.A. degrees from other mid-
west institutions (like lowa State, Notre Dame, Wabash, and
Ohio University) and a further 31% at institutions located in
other parts of the United States (including M.1.T., Brown,
Emory, Rutgers, Pittsburgh, Washington, Oregon State, and
Rice). A final 7% received their undergraduate degrees abroad
—in Britain, India, and Israel. Of the seven new students who
entered at the Ph.D. level, two had received M.A. degrees at
Eastern Illinois University; the remaining M.A.s came from
Purdue, Ohio State, Western Michigan, Emporia State, and
Yale. These statistics provide a reminder that, as the depart-

PARKER APPOINTED
NEW DEPARTMENT CHAIR

On January 6, 1990, only three-and-
a-half years after joining the Depart-
ment of History as Charles E. Nowell
Distinguished Professor of History, N
Geoffrey Parker tock over as the new
department chair. He is also a professor
in the UI Center for Advanced Study, a
fellow of the British Academy and a
fellow of the Spanish Royal Academy of
History.

Born in Nottingham, England, Pro-
fessor Parker earned his B.A. degree (with First Class Honors)
and his Ph.D. at Cambridge University. Prior to his move to
Ilinois, Professor Parker had served for twelve years as a mem-
ber of the History faculty at the University of St. Andrews,
Scotland, as well as holding visiting appointments at universi-
ties in Belgium, Canada, and Japan. In the course of those

continued on page 2

NEWS FLASH

A happy tradition is being revived: the University of Illinois
History Department will hold an ILLINOIS BREAK-
FAST on Friday, March 23, 1990, at 7:00 a.m. in the
STATE ROOM of the Washington Hilton Hotel, the
headquarters hotel of the Organization of American
Historians Convention. Professor David Donald of Har-
vard University has kindly agreed to speak to the group.
The cost for the full breakfast will be $15.75. If you
expect to attend, please write immediately to Professor
Vernen Burton, Department of History, 509 Gregory
Hall, 810 S. Wright Street, Urbana, IL 61801 so that he
gets word by March 20 at the latest, or call Nadine
Rutledge, the department secretary, at (217) 333-1155.
Please make the check for §15.75 out to “Department of
History, U. of Illinois,” and either mail it to Vernon
Burton or hand it to him at the breakfast.

ment enters another relatively prosperous era, it is confirming
—with regard to both the recruitment of graduate students (as
well as of faculty members) and the placement of its new
Ph.D.s—its position as a leading Department of History in the
United States and indeed in the world.

Walter L. Arnstein
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